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the   Christians   among   whom   they   lived. | the factions succeeded in obtaining the rec-
Gradually   religious   persecution   embittered  ognition of the king's half-sister Isabel as his
the situation.
Under Alfonso

vi. of Castile and Leon
(1072-1109) a great forward Christian move-
ment was made. In 1085 Alfonso vr. took pos-
session of Toledo, and made it the Christian
capital, the Moorish king of Toledo being
maintained in the kingdom of Valencia as a
vassal of the Christian. The great Castilian
free-lance, Ruy Diaz de Bivar (El Cid), who
fought now on one side and now on the
other, seized Valencia for himself, and held it
against all comers until his death (1099).
In the meantime a wave of Moslem fanatic-
ism had swept over North Africa, and a great
host of the puritans of Islam (the Almora-
vides) swarmed into Spain. With the estab-
lishment of the Christian capital at Toledo
a great change was worked. By the influ-
ence of the French archbishop of Toledo,
Bernard, and of the French queen of Castile
and Leon (Constance of Burgundy), the Ro-
man missal was adopted instead of the Goth-
ic ritual, and thus a great step was made
toward the submission to the Roman pontiff
of the Castilian church, with its national
sacerdotal traditions. Aragon and Catalonia
were united under one crown, though each
state retained its autonomy and separate in-
stitutions. The same period saw the rise
(1094) of Portugal as a separate state. The
great and vigorous king of Aragon, Juan i.
(the Conqueror), possessed himself of Ma-
jorca (1229) and Valencia (1238); and the
Moslem territory in Spain was thencefor-
ward confined to the kingdom of Granada as
a tributary of Castile. The accession of the
boy king Pedro (1350) seemed a good op-
portunity for the nobles to make a final at-
tempt to assert their power. The violent and
tyrannical character which gained for Pedro
the name of the Cruel, aided the nobles; they
chose as their puppet Henry of Trastamara,
illegitimate son of Alfonso xi. The war which
ensued between the half-brothers was com-
plicated by the participation of England on
the side of Pedro, and of France and Aragon
on that of Henry. With the murder of Pedro
the Cruel by his half-brother Henry (1369),
and the accession of the latter, the nobles ob-
tained the upper hand; the 'leagues' of no-
bles reduced Spain to complete anarchy out-
* side the walls of chartered towns. Matters
came to a crisis during the reign of Henry iv.
(the Impotent), who succeeded to the throne
in 1454, After a period of complete anarchy

neir. Isabel had married secretly, Fernando,
the only son of Juan n. of Aragon and Sicily
(which island had fallen to the house of Ara-
gon two hundred years before by descent and
conquest).
On the death of Henry iv. of Castile (1474),
Isabel and Fernando ascended the throne of
"astile. The history of modern Spain may be
said to commence at this point. The first step
of Isabel was to restore law and order in
Castile. The first need, for Fernando espe-
cially, was to obtain the united strength of
all Spain for the furtherance of Aragonese
aims of expansion in the Mediterranean. Fer-
nando and Isabel, with their great minister
Ximenes, deliberately adopted religious ex-
altation, the persecution of the minority by
the majority, the consolidation of the latter
by bigotry, as the link to bind all their peo-
ples together. The Inquisition was formally
established in Castile in 1481, and in that
year, according to some authorities, two
thousand Jews were burned in Andalusia
alone for heresy. To aid the religious reviv-
al, the last Moorish stronghold in Spain,
Granada, was besieged and captured in Jan-
uary, 1492; and in the same year the new
continent of America was discovered by Co-
lumbus under the auspices of Isabel. Fernando
married his daughter Joanna to Philip, the
emperor's son and heir of Flanders, Holland,
and Burgundy, and thus checked France on
the e. and n. His daughter Catherine was
married to the heir of England, in the hope
of keeping the Tudors in his interest; and his
eldest daughter, Isabel, was wedded to the
heir of Portugal, in the hope of unifying
the peninsula. But on Fernando's death
(1516) the united crowns of Castile, Le6n,
Aragon, Catalonia, and Spanish Navarre fell
to Charles, son of Joanna, better known as
the Emperor Charles v. Castile was reduced
to ruin and penury by the emperor's contin-
ued demands upon her, while her population
was drained of the best men to fight in the
wars of Central Europe, and to join in the
mad rush to America. Sick at heart, Charles
laid down the burdens of government (1556),
handing them to his narrow-minded, secre-
tive, conscientious, laborious son Philip, Hol-
land remained under the rule of Philip of
Spain, and ruin was the result. With a Prot-
estant England, ruled by an excommunicated
queen, it was difficult for him to be friendly
as against Catholic France. The revolt of the